
A COMMUNITY / OURNAL & RESOURCE GUIDE ■ FEBRUARY 1991 




BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Honoring 
Our Own 

Profiles of Black America 
in Takoma Park 



Karen Elrich (Standing with " Preservation ..." sign) and Nikita Pion-Klockner ( to her right) join a full house 
at the January 14 Council meeting. After hearing comments from an overwhelmingly anti-war group of 
constituents, the Council passed a resolution urging President Bush not to launch an offensive military action 
in the Middle East All cover Photos by Wayne Botts 



City Council 
Opposes Gulf War 



LAUREN VOLOSHEN 

^ 3e it resolved that 
the City of Takoma 
Park strongly urges our Presi- 
dent George Bush to refrain 
from any offensive military ac- 
tion or nrst strike and that the 
City of Takoma Park shall 
sponsor a town meeting on 
Tuesday, February 5, 1991, 7*30 
pJTt. at which citizens can bring 
their concerns about the Per- 
sian Gulf crisis before their in- 
vited congressional represen- 
tatives," decreed the Takoma 
Park City Council, January 14, 
minutes before midnight on the 
eve of Martin Lu ther King, Jr/s 
birthday, on the eve of the 
George Bush-initiated United 
Nations deadline for the Iraqui 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

The council chamber was 
filled with people that night. It 
was filled with people who had 



come out, from every district 
of Takoma Park, to celebrate 
the dedication of a chamber 
seat in the name of the late 
Bring Dillingham, a leading 
Takoma Park political activist 
But the concerned population 
of Takoma Park, showing itself 
as both diverse and unified, 
did not limit the memory of 
Dillingham to his individual 
accomplishments. Rather, they 
invoked hisspiritond the spirit 
of Sammie Abbott, perhaps the 
most beloved mayor Takoma 
Park has ever had, and they 
told the current council, in no 
uncertain terms, to do as those 
tearfully missed men would 
have done and represent the 
people with a statement against 
the war. 

Although the new mayor, 
Ed Sharp, and several council 
members had previously ex- 
pressed objections to the city 



council making foreign policy 
statements, they responded 
positively to the overwhelm- 
ing demonstration of citizen 
desire to have such a statement 
made. Even Mayor Sharp, 
previously emphatically out- 
spoken against Takoma Park 
taking foreign policy stands, 
was compelled to announce 
that if he still had a council 
vote it would have gone for the 
resolution. Only Bill Leary 
(Ward 1 ) stuck to the "no com- 
ment" stand and abstained 
from the vote — but while ab- 
staining, Leary was unable to 
refrain from revealing his per- 
sonal convictions against the 
war. 

Rosemarie Dillingham, Brint 
Dillingham's widow, led the 
citizen testimony on the Gulf 
Crisis Resolution in her open- 
ing remarks during the dedi- 
continued on page 5 



Norm Greene has been leading advocate for the arts in Takoma Park for 
over 10 years. The founder of the Takoma Artists Guild is pictured here 



with one of his many sculptures. 
ELIZABETH REYNOLDS 

In honor of Black History 
Month, last year we gave an his- 
torical overview about the local 
African-American community. 
For this year’s observance, we are 
sharing the accomplishments of 
four black men umo are at this 
moment living and workingin the 
Takoma area. Next month’s issue 
of the Voice, which falls during 



the March observance of Women's 
History Month will feature pro- 
files of four African-American 
women, making similar out- 
standing contributions. One day 
in the not-too-disiant future, tkei r 
work will find its way into the 
historical record rather than be- 
coming another lost page in our 
history. 

continued on page 7 



Kathy Porter Chosen to 
Fill Ward 7 Coucil Vacancy 




Kathy Porter 

Neighborhood activist 
to fill seat vacated by 



new Mayor. 



KELLY LEAHY 

I t's full steam ahead for 
Kathy Porter, recently 
selected by the Takoma 
Park City Council as 
the person most qualified to 
replace Ed Sharp. During the 
Council's January 28 vote for 
the Ward 7 sea t. Porter defeated 
rival candidate Juan Torres, 
Director of Public Works for 
the Town of Cheverly. 

According to Porter, the 
most compelling issues for 
Ward 7 concern expansion of 
the neighborhood's recycling 
continued on page 13 ** 







GUEST EDITORIAL 

Sammie Abdullah Abbott: 
An Appreciation 



I have a lot of memo- 
ries of Sam. So one 
events I saw. Some f 
laughed about with 
Sam and others. 

There was the time Sam 
got arrested with Takoma 
Avenue neighbors trying to 
stop Montgomery College 
bulldozers from wrecking 
that block of Queen Anne 
homes... the time Sam 
jumped up on the Council 
stage and challenged the 
then mayor to an arm 
wrestling match — after that 
mayor called Sam an old 
man... and the time when I 
was on the city council and 
Sam was mayor and, in the 
heat of the moment I made 
the mistake of using his 
name and the word fascist in 
the same sentence (I never 
saw a man so anxious to give 
up as many pounds and 
years and inches to prove me wrong. Hey Sam, I 
was wrong). 

Here's my favorite memory of Sam. Sam at the 
barricades... 

In the mid-1970s, I was putting together a 
coalition of community organizations in Takoma 
Park and Silver Spring. One of our ad hoc groups 
was called CRISIS (Committee to Renovate our 
Integrated School Immediately If Not Sooner). 

Sam was very active in the group. 

The Montgomery County School Board was 
trving to shut down Takoma Elementary School. 
They were pinning their case on a new racial 
imbalance policy that made any school with over 
50 percent minority students vulnerable. We were 
right at that line. 

Our position was that the school worked and 
the board's policy defined imbalance in a way that 
protected the schools of more affluent, less inte- 
grated neighborhoods. 

The afternoon before a big showdown with Are 
school board, one of our group's leaders. Princess 
Chapman, arid I researched and wrote up a fact 
sheet As I recall, it showed that none of the school 
board members who had approved the closing 
policy was served by a school with more than 15 
percent minority students. We suggested that here 
was another, equally viable definition of racial 
imbalance if that was to be the criteria for school 
closings. 

The evening came. Our phone tree had done a 
good job and about 200 of the 300 people in the 
audience was our crowd. 

We were ready. The press was interviewing our 
people. The fact sheet was getting a positive 
response and focusing our group. Our goal was 



simple and dear... five 
minutes of the school board's 
time to present our case. 

School board members 
entered and took their seats. 
We made our request The 
school board denied it We 
protested. 

The school board members 
got up as one and walked out 
The crowd got quiet I 
remember thinking, "Omigod, 
what now?" This was not a 
contingency for which we'd 
planned. 

Then... instinct 
Sam walked up to the board 
chairman's seat. He turned 
around and in that raspy voice 
of his, he started talking 
justice. 

I looked at Princess. She 
looked at me. She rose and 
went up next to Sam. She 
called Rev. James Ross, her 
then minister at Parker 
Memorial Baptist Church. He came up. Brini 
Dillingham followed. Soon, everyone was moving. 

For the next two hours 200 Takoma Park people 
on the stage lectured the 100 people left in the 
audience. Sam did a real good part of the talking. 

The school board called the police (none of us 
realized how many police— and ambulances — 
responded until later when we walked outside). 
We called the press and friendly politicians from 
thephone in the hall. 

The police threatened to arrest us. We refused to 
be moved. The late Congresswomen Gladys 
Spellman arrived. She told us the board was being 
childish and she would bring them out to speak 
with us. We sat down. In a few minutes Mrs. 
Spellman led them out We got our five minutes 
and left 

We never did get the old Takoma Elementary 
renovated. .. but we did get a new Takoma El- 
ementary School built Its open and serving our 
community today. 

Well, Rev. Ross passed about four years ago. 
Brint died a few months ago. And now you, Sam. 

I hope you guys are together now and enjoying 
this story again as much as I've enjoyed writing it 

We thank you, we miss you and we surely 
won't forget you. 

— Rino Aldrigfurtti 

Turn to page 16 for 
more memories of 
Sammie Abbott 




Sammie Abdullah Abbott 
A Passionate Fighter for Justice 













The Adventist Community 
Services Center Serves Those in 
Need 



FLORENCE DORN 



M rs. Santos came to the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Community Services 
Center three months ago 
in a state of panic. She had been physi- 
cally abused by her husband, then 
thrown out into the street along with 
her three children, ages nine, seven and 
four. She had no place to go, no money, 
no fob. She was desperate. 

Ralph Cooke, a case worker at the 

calming her fears, gaining her cons- 
cience, and getting acquainted. Then, 
after a moment of prayer, he proceeded 
to address the problems. 

Santos is a Hispanic woman who 
speaks very little English. She had no 
green card, so she was not eligible to 
receive any social services, and she could 
not legally be hired to work. 

Cooke first located her husband and 
sought his financial assistance. He re- 
fused to cooperate in any way. So 
Cooke's first task was to find shelter for 
this family. 

Another client for whom he had found 
housing needed some additional in- 
come. She agreed to take this family in 
temporarily. Cooke sought emergency 



aid funds from a number of churches 
and organizations to pay forimmediate 
needs. Once the family had shelter and 
food, he addressed the bigger problems. 

First he contacted the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) to 
obtain a green card or some type of 
citizenship status. This is usually a long 
process with no guarantee of success. 
Cooke was very fortuna te. He obtained 
a social security number and a green 
card for Santos in a comparatively short 
time. Because the children were bom in 
the United State, he was able to get 
$400 a month from AFDC (Aid for 
Families with Dependent Children) 
funds. 

Once Santos had her green card, 
Cooke helped her make application to 
the Housing Opportunity Commission 
(HOC) for an apartment in a HOC- 
funded building. He made every effort 
to rush the application through the 
system and get this family settled. He 
succeeded. Cantos now has an apart- 
ment for which she pays $81 a month. 

The next step was to get Santos into 
a job training program in Montgomery 
County. She has chosen a course in 
nursing assistance. Hopefully she can 
find employment in a local hospital 
sometime in the future. 



First, however, she needs to brush up 
on her English. She has enrolled in a 
three-month course for Hispanics to 
learn English. She is on her way to 
attaining self-sufficiency. 

Cooke took one step further. He en- 
couraged her to go to the Montgomery 
County Court to get some kind of sup- 
port from her husband. The hearings 
will come up soon. 

The Santos family is only one of 1,953 
families who are served by Community 
Services each year. A social service 
agency affiliated with four local Sev- 
enth-day Adventist Churches — Sligo, 
Takoma Park, Silver Spring and Met- 
ropolitan — the group serves people of 
all denominations, and has been active 
in the Takoma Park community for 
seven years. 

The largest share of social services 
carried outat the Ad ventist Community 
Services Center is individual casework. 
This involves searching out the prob- 
lems, giving guidance, counseling, and 
support to people in emergency situa- 
tions, and in filling an advocacy role on 
behalf of a client with other agencies 
and organizations. 

The second approach to community 
needs is group work: nutrition and 
cooking classes, child abuse seminars, 
and other educational instruction. A 
comprehensive program for nutrition 
and cooking classes including support 
groups, seminars and follow-up is 
presently in the planning stages and 
will be announced soon. 



The third involvement of the Com- 
munity Services Center is working with 
community organizations and the 
county in carrying out their initiatives 
to improve living conditions and to 
address such problems such as drug 
addiction, child abuse, homelessness. 

John Gavin, the Director/ Adminis- 
trator, is active on a larger community 
leven through the Takoma-East Silver 
Spring (TESS) Center Advisory Coun- 
cil, he is also on the Planning Commit- 
tee for the Long Branch Neighborhood 
Festival, presently coordinates church 
groups Interested in feeding the 
homeless by taking food downtown. 
Gavin is also helping to plan another 
Thanksgivingin February— restaurants 
taking part in this project donate ten 
percent of their receipts on the chosen 
date to feeding programs. 

Great changes continue to take place 
in our society. A recession, with many 
people laid off from their jobs or unable 
to find employment has added to the 
urban crises already with us. More 
people are in need of social services 
each passing day. The Seventh-day 
Adventist Community Services Center 
is committed to reaching out to those 
less fortunate and, in so far as possible, 
meeting their needs. 

Florence Davis is a retired nurse. She is 
secretary of the Board for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Community Services Center. 
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Sammie Leaves Living 



TERENCE MULLIGAN 

S ammie Abbott, 
Mayor of Takoma 
Park from 1980-1 985, 
died in his home on 
Holly Avenue this past De- 
cember of myddysplasta anemia, 
a disorder of the spinal cord. 
Remembered for his individu- 
alistic political style, Abbott's 
commitment to social justice 
and community activism has 
been the foundation of this 
city's political and cultural 
identity fornearly two decades. 
Prom his leadership in pre- 
venting the North Central 
Freeway from destroying Ta- 
koma and Washington, D.C, 
neighborhoods to his endorse- 
ment of the Nuclear Free Zone 
Act, Abbott's activism, both in 
and out of public office, has left 
an indeiibfe mark on the nature 
of this community. 

The 82-year-old Abbott al- 
ready had a long history of 
political activism before 
bringing his fiery energy to 
Takoma Park. In the 1930s he 
organized laborers in Buffalo 
and Niagara to build CIO 
unions in die steel, chemical 
and maritime industries. After 
serving In Europe d tiring 
World War II, where he was 
highly decorated for his intel- 
ligence work for the 391st 
Fighter Squadron, Abbott 
headed the D.C. and Mont- 
gomery County campaigns for 
the Bertrand Russell Stockholm 
Peace Petition, which called for 
a US. pledge to ban the use of 
atomic weapons. When he 
helped found the International 
Conference ofMayois for Peace 
Through Solidarity in 1985, he 
already had 40 years of com- 
mitment to the anti-nuclear 
movement. Even in 1990, with 
failing health, he opposed die 



Sammie's wife Ruth, 
his daughter Susan, 
and his son-in-iaw, 
James Arisman 
helped to host a 
powerful memorial 
service for Sammie. 
Hundreds attended 
the service and 
listened to several 
speakers recount 
the adventures and 
experiences that 
they had shared with 
Sammie. 





waiver of the NFZ act that was 
recently approved by the City 
Council. 

An entirely new set of pre- 
cedents evolved from the ac- 
tivism of Abbott and his allies 
in the community. National 
attention was given to the 
Nuclear Free Zone Act in 1983 
because it marked one of the 
rare casesin which asmall town 
made its collective voice heard 
on a global issue. As former 
City Councilman Herman 
Williams said at the January 14 
city council meeting, before 
Abbott, 'Takoma Park wasn't 
even known in southwest D.C, 
much less Japan.” Williams 
made the statement as he and 
former council member Lynne 
Bradley presented a proposal 
to the current council to rename 
the Municipal Building "The 
Sam Abbott Citizen Center and 
Peace Park." The proposal was 
read Just prior to a community 
discussion on the war in the 
Persian Gulf. This legacy of 
global consciousness in Ta- 
koma Park, largely inspired by 
Abbott, was reinforced when 
the dty council passed a reso- 
lution stating its official oppo- 
sition to the useof military force 
by the US. government against 
Iraq. 

In spite of his and others' 
efforts to influence issues such 
as world peace, Abbott's pri- 
mary contribution to the dty 
was his long-term commitment 
to the resolution of local prob- 
lems. He coined the slogan, 
"No white men's roads 
through black mat's homes" 
during his long (and success- 
ful) battles against the North 
Central Freeway. 

Back in 1971, this kind of 
community activism was an 
aberration in Takoma Park. But 
a small group of people, calling 



themselves the T.L.C. (Takoma Lim- 
ited Committee), had gathered to fight 
an increasing series of threats to this 
community. Transportation officials 
were about to endorse the widening of 
Philadelphia Avenue. In a separate in- 
stance, Montgomery College was at- 
tempting to expand its campus by 
taking over "Block 69," an area con- 
sisting of homes that were cherished by 
the community. Abbott and the T.L.(i 
were instrumental in vastly reducing 
the number of homes that were affected 



by plans for the new the Metro station. 

The T.L.C met in the homes of or- 
dinary atizens, and Abbott was always 
there. Bob Mulligan recalls: Tt was the 
effort of a small group of people to 
prevent the reckless development and 
destruction of the residential quality of 
the community. Sam alerted people to 
hearings on the issues. This was before 
the dty council had permitted mean- 
ingful community participation in 
munidpal government Mayor George 
Miller and the council tried to cut off 
the debate and prevent people from 
talking. At one point Sam was accused 
of being a communist. And at one dty 
council meeting people were physically 
removed f r o m City Hall by the police 
in order to stop public debate." 

The T.L.C. tried to elect an entirely 
new council in 1972. Although they lost 
that first election, they did attract the 
largest turnout of voters the dty had 
seen in years. The T.L.C was only the 
formative stage of the community in- 
volvement that continues in Takoma 
Park today. "What it did was awaken a 
fairly substantial number of activists," 
says Mulligan. Tt was almost nine years 
later when Sam was elected." 

The stories of Abbott's concerns for 
his community abound. They are 
sometimes outrageous, like the time he 
jumped onto the platform at a school board hearing, cabbed the 
microphone, and demanded that the Takoma Pare junior High 
School remain open. Another time he challenged Mayor John 
Roth, whom he defeated in the 1980 election, to an arm wrestling 
match. 

Often that outrageousness 
was mixed with a sincere and 
fondly remembered compas- 
sion for those he sought to help. 
Naomi Turner, a long-time 
resident of Ward 4, recalls 
Abbott's terms as Mayor. "We 
had a lot of problems in our 
building. We had no heat, no 
hot water. We used to call it the 
Tark View Disaster Apart- 
ments.' We'd call Sam and he 
would come. You could call 
him at three o'clock in the 
morning." She related a time 
when a landlord had claimed 
to Sam that If the tenants didn't 
Like the conditions they they 
could move out and buy their 
own property. Says Turner, 
"Sam grabbed the owner of the 
building and cursed, 
'Goddamnit, if they could buy, 



Sammie Abbott said that he "live 
in the February 1 6, 1 983 citizen t 
Chambers. He is pictured above e 
were protesting the County phas 



they wouldn't be living here!'" 

"The Maple Avenue corri- 
dor was a hellhole," says Wil- 
liams. "With people like Sam 
and his allies, the neighbor- 
hood learned that "you don't 
have to take the abuse." 

"He certainly was not a 
typical politician," says Brad- 
ley. "A lot of people don't re- 
member how fearless Sam was. 
He published his phone num- 
ber, and people would call him 
at all hours. 

This was a far cry from his 
predecessor, John Roth, who, 
as Bob Mulligan remembers it, 
used to "throw the gavel down 
and demand that public par- 
ticipation come to a halt Sam 
wanted the citizens to have the 
opportunity to call the shots, 
not the politicians." 

"The local government was 
really a bar to anything people 
were trying to do," recalls Tom 
Gagliardo, City Attorney from 
1982-85. It was a "dynamic el- 
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READER S VOICE 

Sammie Abbott, A Passionate 
Fighter for Justice 

KAY PailNGlT 



I rnet Sammiein toe6Gs, when 
passion was not at such a 
premium. Sammie and 1 
were part of the anti-war 
movement, hut he was also one of 
the leaders in the struggle to stop 
the North Central Freeway from 
carving up Washington, D.C. and 
Takoma Park. As a nattve Wash- 
ingtonian I was very grateful for 
Sammie' s dedication to preserv- 
ing my hometown from a highway 
that would have ruined it. 

Sammie's determination and 
commitment to the cause of peace 
and social justice were a marvel, i 
remember vividly standing on the 
steps of the US. Capitol in the rOs 

ina ia»riy large demonstration- The 

Capitol steps are wide, so even 
though the demonstrators went 
from the top to the bottom of the 
steps, we were taking up only half 
the staircase across. It was easy for 
people to walk up the stepson the 
other half of the stairway and there 
were at so other staircases that could 
be used. But the police decided 
that we were taking up too much 



space. They told all of us to 
move closer together. People 
started moving over and we 
were getting packed together. 
But the cops kept telling us to 
move more. I moved a little 
andl was right next toSammie. 

Sammie dia no t mo ve one inch. 

The cap looked at him. Sammie 
said to me, *1 don’t have to 
move." The cop saw that 
Sammie did not move but he 
was not willing to arrest him, 
and Sammie would not move. 

The cop said that everyone had 
to move except this guy. When 
everyone else moved just be- 
cause the police told them to 
do it. Sammie looked at the 
situation, understood and re- 
fused to move. The respect I 
felt for Sammie that rfav only 
increased with time. Sammie 
had the ability to cut through 
the nonsense and analyze situ- 
ations accurately and he wasa 
formidable fighter. 

He was perfectly willing to 
be arrested for his beliefs. Just 
as Sammie would not move 
one inch on the steps, he never 
backed down. And he was per- 



secuted for his persistence. 

For his work for peace and 
civil rights he was hauled be- 
fore the House Un-American 
Activities Committee and as a 
result he lost his job. He had a 
wife and children to support 
but he could not get a job for 
two years. He then started a 
freelance career as a commer- 
cial artist. His marvelous 
graphics publicized the causes 
he espoused for decades. 

During the McCarthy ponod 
the FBI used to follow Sammie 
everv place he went and park 
outside his house every night, 
watching him. It is difficult for 
some people today to under- 
stand how bad the persecution 
during the McCarthy era was. 
_ But there were people who lost 

’their jobs who simplyfcll apart. 
They could not cope with the 
persecution. Some people 
committed suicide, others oe- 
came alcoholics, and the mar- 
riages of others ended m di- 
vorce as • result ot tine strain. 
But Sammie did not fall apart. 

continued on page 18 



. fight injustice." He was a key figure 
aver of the Takoma Park City Council 
essing over 300 demonstrators, who 
ack law. photo by Lou deSabla 



orient" of Abbott to encourage 
others to get involved. 

This dedication to the 
democratic process evolved 
into the Ward-only election 
process now effective in Ta- 
koma Park. Bradley considers 
that changeover from at-large 
elections a turning point in dty 

politics. 'The year Sam was 
elected (1980) was the same 
year we got Ward-only elec- 
tions, but the referendum 
didn't become effective until 
1982. But this changed the jug- 
gernaut that had run the dty. 
Five of the seven dty council 
seats shifted from the old 
crowd to newer people. That 
really opened things wide up." 

"When the redistricting took 
place, voter turnout in Ward 4 
went up by 700 to 800 percent," 
says Williams. 

'"The big change was that 
there was massive voting," 
concurs Gagliardo. "When 
Sam proposed it, his main idea 



was that more people would 
run for council. In my ward, 
which was Ward 5, we had 
four candidates. There were 
more candidates, and as a re- 
sult, more people voting. My 
neighborhood really used to 
be a lot of fun around election 
time." 

Abbott was an active propo- 
nent of public transportation 
and environmental protection. 
And when Carl Iddings, who 
headed toe Traffic Committee, 
urged toe city to build speed 
humps in the Old Town neigh- 
borhood, Abbott fully sup- 
ported him. As a result, the 
safety risks and noise problems 
have been significantly re- 
duced in that area. "Someone 
like Roth would never have 
even considered such a pro- 
posal," savs Bradley. 

Abbott was also toe driving 
force to gain rent control in this 
dty. As one local activist said 
of 'his battles with unscrupu- 



lous landlords, "He really went 
after those bastards." 

Several proposals are now 
under consideration, both in 
Washington and Takoma Park, 
to dedicate some form of me- 
morial in Abbott's name. But 
perhaps the most lasting me- 
morial for Abbott and his fam- 
ily is the legacy of community 
activism that still characterizes 
the dtizenship of Takoma Park: 
the community's commitment 
to the sanctuary of Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan refugees; the 
continued activities of the 
Peace Task Force; the struggle 
to keep a limit on the percent- 
age of rent increases within toe 
city (recently raised from four 
to five percent); and the con- 
tinued success of the Takoma 
Park Folk Festival (which 
Abbott helped to found back 
in 1973 to benefit the Takoma 
Boys and Girls Club). 

Gagliardo, who remained 
friends with Abbott until his 

Ks long friendship with toe 
former mayor. "When I went 
to see him for the last time, I 
told him that I had come to 
thank him for all that he had 
taught me. He was a great 
teacher. He taught by example. 



He taught by analyzing. He 
taught by challenging. He held 

no opinion lightly, yet he re- 
spected people with different 
points of view. He really be- 
lieved in debate." 

T 

son/ 

injustice. As far as I m con- 
cerned, I'm living to fight the 
Goddamned thing. I'm too 
mad to sleep." But that fight- 
ing spirit was never left to one 
man alone. Perhaps Abbott's 



vtru ui ucuow* 

Trn a perpetually mad per- 
n," Abbott once said. T hate 



own words can best sum up 
his influence on the commu- 
nity of Takoma Park: T've 
pushed fordtizen participation 
in things all my life, and I don't 
see why I have to change now 
thatl'minaposition to actually 
do something about it" 

Terence Mulligan is a Takoma 
Park writer who has recently pub- 
lished his work in Maryland 
Musician Monthly. 




pal Bldg., 7500 Maple Ave,Takoma 
Park. MD. 

- 18 - 

Holiday — City Offices, library. 
Public Works closed. 

~ 19 ~ 

Co-op Nursery School Open 
House: The Silver Spring Presbyte- 
rian Chinch Weekday Nurmy School 
invites intonated parents and children 
to visit during our Open House Week, 
thru Feb. 22. The dates for visiting 
the 3 -year-old class are Feb. 19 and 
Feb. 21 fcom 9-1L30 am. For the 4- 
year-old class, please came Feb. 20 
and Feb. 22 between 9 and 11130 un. 
We will also be accepting applications 
for the 4-year-old Pre-K class and the 
2-year-old Playgroup. The School is 
located at 580 University Bh-cL, East, 
Silver Spring. MD 20901. For more 
information, call Alice Johnson at 
588-0912 or Carol Blythe at 
681-7569. 

Nursery School Open House: 

Spring Knolls Co-operarivo Nursery 
School will be accepting applications 
for 1991-1992 at our open house, 
thru Feb. 22. We offer 2-. 3- and 4- 
y ear -old classes and Pre-K. Open 
house is bv appointment only. Please 
call (30l)270-0534cc (202)723-0683 
to schedule an appointment. 

Gilbert Assoc. Mtg„ 7:30 
pm.; Council Work Session. 8 pm. 
Municipal Bldg., 7500 Maple Ave. 



- 20 - 

COLTA Meeting. 7:30 p.m.; 
“Twenty Trouble Free Trees and 
Shrubbery For This Area*’ presen - 
taconby Phil Normandy, ofBrookside 
Gardens at the T atom* Horticultural 
C.ubMeeting. 8 pm. , free admission . 
TakomaMunictpalBldg., 7 500 Maple 
Ave., Takoma Park, MD. Info: 
Clayton Smith. (202) 291-9110. 

- 21 - 

Recycling Task Force, 7:30 pm. 
Municipal Bldg. 7500 Maple Ave., 
Takoma Park. MD. 

- 22 - 

Call Him Up-. In honor of Black 
History Month, foe plight of foe Af- 
rican-American is examined through 
skits, interpretive d an ce, poetry and 
stag, 8 pm.; Feb. 23. 8 pm.; Feb. 24, 
3 pm. 99« admission. Public Play- 
house. 5445 handover Rd.. 
Hyattsville, MD. Info/reservadons: 
(301)277-1710. 

- 23 - 

DC Youth Orchestra Music from 
China Concert, 1:30 pm. Coolidge 
High School Auditorium. 5th & 
Shendan S tS-.NW, Wash.. DC, ticket/ 
reservations info: (202) 723-1612. 

Reflections — A Celebration of 
Heritage: An afternoon of artistic 
expression by school aged area chil- 
dren reflecting their Aflican- Ameri- 



can ancestry. 2pm, for families: Free 
Tax Clinic for tow income wage 
earners, 1-4 pm., for adults. Call far 
income limit info. Long Branch 
Community Library. 8800 Garland 
Ave., Silver Spring, MD, 565-7410. 

- 24 - 

Takoma Park Baptist Church 
Black History Gala Observance, 
featuring Mrs. Jennifer J. Gibbs, 
Principal of the Coolklgo High School 
as suocial guest speaker, and music of 
Henry Ellis. Info: 723-4700; Mrs. 
MaymeWilldnsHolt, (202)882-2049. 

Country Current Concert, 1-5 
pm. Municipal Bldg, 7500 Maple 
Ave., Takoma Park, MD. 

- 25 - 

City Council Mtg, 8 pm.: Rec- 
reation Council Mtg.. 8 p.m. Mu- 
nicipal Bldg. 7500 Maple Ave.. Ta- 
koma Park. MD. 

- 27 - 

Red Cross Blood Pressure Test- 
ing, 10 am-12 noon, for all ages. 
Long Branch Community Library. 
8800 Garland Ave, Silver Spring. 
MD. 565-7410. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening, 
co-sponsored by the American Red 
Cross, 10-11 enu, for aduhr. Senior 
Focus — Hearing Loss, co-spon- 
sored by the Washington Hospital 
Cenlrr. A discussion a question/ an- 



swer seas ion conducted by a profes- 
sional health care pro v idcr , 12:30-2:30 
pm., far aduis; Health Yourself: a 
guest pediatrician will introduce 
Organa lla and talk about keeping your 
body healthy. 7:15 pm, ages 4-7. 

pleasepra-registor.Wheam Regional 

Library, 11701 Georgia Ave., 
Wheaton. MD. 949-7710: TDD 
933-2847. 

- 28 - 

Family Survival Series — All You 
Ever Wanted To Know About 
Getting Your Child To Do What 
You Want An interactive discussion 
conducted by Dr. Karen Lewis, fam- 
ily therapist. 7:15-9 pm, for adults. 
Wheaton Regional Library, 11701 
Georgia Ave.. Wheaton. MD, 
949-7710; TDD 933-2847. 

Ongoing 

ThtRtwngt of the Spare Pan&u. 
feaared by Adventure Theatre, Sat- 
urdays & Sundays at 1:30 *3:30. thru 

Feb. 17. Recommended for ages 4 and 
up. Spin off the earth with Bmky, 
VivUn and Bob The Sheep as rime 
stands still — it's an adventure that's 
out of this worldl Tickets: $4.50/ 
general admission; pro-paid group rale 
available; reservations strongly sug- 
gested. 7300 MacAnhur Blvd., Glen 
Echo Parte, Glen Echo. MD, reserva- 
riona/infonnation: (301) 320-5331. 
weekdays between 10 am.-5 pm. 

Acting, Directing, Scene Study 
St Children's Drama Classes, be- 



ginning the first week in February at 
foe Library Theatre. Takoma Metro 
Arts Center, 5925 Willow St, NW. 
Wash-. DC. Info; (301) 369-6124. 

African Presence and Perspec- 
tive — Artistic Expressions From 
Around the Globe: In celebration of 
Black History Month, Stop • Look • 
t -i -yn — History Through Art will be 
presented byTakomaTradersQallery. 

Call us for details! 7071 Carroll Ave, 
Takoma Park, MD 20912, (301) 
270-0138. 

Films for Preschoolers, evey 
Wednesday at 10 and 11. For ages 
3-5. No appointment necessary. For 
information, call 727-1385. 

Preschool Storyhour, Mondays a: 
10. February will feature programs on 
Black History (Feb. 4 and 25) and 
Valentine's Day (Feb. 11X including 
Penny Theatre presentations. For ages 
3-5. No appointment necessary. For 
information or appointment, call 
727-1385. Takoma DC Library 

Sculptures of Drexel 
Yarborough will be on display at foe 
Takoma Park Baptist Church this 
month. Info: 723-4700; Mrs. Mayme 
Wilkins Holt, (202) 882-2049. 

PLEASE SUBMIT MARCH 
CALENDAR LISTINGS TO: 
CALENDAR EDITOR 
TAKOMA VOICE 
6926 WILLOW ST, NW 
WASHINGTON. DC 20012 

DEADLINE: FEB. 15 







Sammie Abbott, A Passionate 
Fighter for Justice 

.♦.continued from page 17 



His inner strength was im- 
mense. The striking thing is 
that he and his wife, Ruth, 
never became paranoid. They 
rose above the persecution in a 
way that was transcendent 
And Sammie went right on 
fighting for dvil rights and 
social justice. It was a remark- 
able testament to his character. 
McCarthy and the others like 
him with fascist mentalities 
could not beat Sammie. 
Sammie beat them. 

In the fight against the free- 
way, Sammie was victorious. 
It took 13 years of commitment 
but the freeway was never built 
and highway funds were 
transferred to mass transit 
That is the only reason we have 
the subway today. Sammie 
Abbott is responsible for the 
subway being built It was fit- 
ting that there should be a 
subway station in Takoma 
Park. Every person who rides 
the subway and every resident 
of Takoma Park whose house 
increased in value because of 
the subway has Sam Abbott to 
thank. 



As mayor of Takoma Park 
there is a long list of achieve- 
ments that Sam accomplished. 
The Takoma Park Folk Fes ti vai 
which has presented the cul- 
ture of the residents of the dty 
in art, crafts, musicand all types 
of organizations was started 
by Sammie. The festival has 
helped to make Takoma Park a 
community and by presenting 
music from all over the world, 
part of the community of na- 
tions. As editor of the Takoma 
Park Newsletter Sammie made 
it a relevant, important tool of 
communication! He presented 
the salient points of an issue to 
the readers so that people un- 
derstood the consequences of 
taking an action over an alter- 
native. The Nras/ritcr informed 
readers about Takoma Park 
issues in a way that captured 
their interest and attention. 
Sammie understood democ- 
racy in its essence. He always 
invited people on the opposite 
side of an issue to write articles 
explaining their position in the 
Newsletter. He also never ed- 
ited letters to the editor; he 



printed them as they were 
written. That Is not done now. 
He tried to involve the com- 
munity in government in every 
way. He encouraged commu- 
nity organizations and citizen 
participation. When Sammie 
was mayor, citizens could 
make statements and ask 
questions at every city council 
work session. That is not the 
case now. In the elections that 
Sammie ran in, the voter turn- 
out was the highest in Takoma 
Park history. 

As mayor he led Takoma 
Park to become a nuclear free 
zone with one of the strongest 
laws in the country. Ana he 
opposed any attempt to 
weaken our law. Integrity was 
as integral to him as breathing. 
Mayor Abbott found another 
radio frequency that could be 
used by the police department 
so that the Takoma Park police 
would not buy radios from a 
nuclear company. He opposed 
having a waiver provision put 
into the law, and in 1987 he 
opposed a waiver for the police 
to buy GM police cars and 




testified 
against the 
proposed 
waiver at a 
dty council 
hearing. 

The waiver 
was voted 
down. In 
1990 when 
he was too 
weak to go 
to a city 
council 
hearing, he 
strongly 
opposed a 
waiver of 
our law to 
buy Ford 
cars and trucks. He watched 
the hearing on our cable tele- 
vision station and was out- 
raged at the council for passing 
an unjustified waiver of our 
law for the first time in its seven 
year histoiy. In June, 1988 the 
Takoma Park Peace Task Force 
recognized Sammie's decades 
of work for peace by giving 
him a Peace Award, a plaque, 
for his lifetime commitment to 
peace and social justice. 

In 1988 Sammie strongly 
supported EO.M.E. which 
was an organization that was 
formed to save the multi- 
family houses in Takoma Park 



that provided 
affordable 
housing for 
hundreds of 
tenants. 
Mitch Snyder 
spoke at a 
rally of 
H.O.M.E. in 
the Municipal 
Building. 
When he had 
finished 
speaking to 
the crowd, 
Mitch went 
over and 
talked to 
Sammie. 



justice and showed his respect 
when he talked with him. It 
was a special moment to see 
these two great men together. 

The last time that Sammie 
was arrested was in a H.O.M.E. 
demonstration at a dty council 
hearing in 1988. The dty council 
had done nothing effective to 
save the housing. At the age if 
80, Sammie fought valiantly for 
the tenants. He and Brint 
Dillingham were arres ted with 
seven other people. Sammie 
continued on page 25 



Mitch re- 
spected Sammie for his years 
of work for economic and social 
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E ENVTRO.VMENT AL COMPLIANCE CONSULTING SERVICES 

c* s 

DiSOVATJYK SOLUTIONS FOM SSVJFONMENTAU.Y MXSKtNSJBLS DSYSLOTMUNT 



• PERMITTING 

• ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITS 

• ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 

• RCRA COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS & 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 

• CONTAMINATION ASSESSMENT * REMEDIATION 

• WETLAND A WILDLIFE HABITAT DELINEATION. PR OTE CTI O N. * 
MITIGATION 

• ECOLOGICAL STUDIES FOR REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 



E EWTRONMENT AL COMPLIANCE CONSULTING SERVICES 

C J S P.O.Box jilvex shuno* md roti 

(301) 439-Q9T7 







For A $4" Lunch You Could: 

• Suffer through a greasy spoon special 

• Scarf down a fast food burger meal 

• Munch on a gourmet sandwich 

• Share an appetizer at a fancy eatery 

• Pay for your parking space downtown 



OR 

You could enjoy a fresh, tasty 




FF 




Featuring a New Oriental Luncheon Menu Every Day: 

Szechuan Chicken & Stringbeans • Hunan- Viet Beef • Double Cooked Pork • Beef with Broccoli 
Stir-fried Vegetables & Tofu • Egg Rolls • Hot & Sour Soup • Fried Rice • Much More! 
(Every day there is eggs rolls, soup, fried rice, steamed rice & at least 3 entrees) 




* «’ 



Hunan-Vief 

Restaurant 

Specializing in incredibly fresh Vietnamese & Chinese Food 

We have our own seafood market that gives us a boundless 
source of the best seafood around. 

6850 New Hampshire Ave. (just below East-West Highway) 
Mon.-Thurs. 10-3 & 530-9:30 • Fri.-Sat 10 AM-1 1 PM • Sun. 10 AM-930 PM 
MC/VISA/AMEX • 270-3830 



PINNER SPECIALS * DINNER SPECIALS, • DINNER SPECIALS ♦, DINNER SPECIALS 



1/2 PRICE DINNER 

Buy One Entree at the Regular Price 
Gel ihe second entree of '’equal or lesser price lor 1/2 price. 
With this coupon only 
One coupon jier family • Expires 2/28/91 



OFF 



Buy $25 worth of food al Ihe Regular Price 
and take $5 on Your Tola! Bill 
With this coupon only 
One coupon per family • Expires 2/28/91 




